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Wheelchairs Enable Recipients Worldwide

By Eric Eames, Church Magazines

The Kabin Buri district in Thailand is considered “up country,” which means it takes a lot
of gasoline and traveling along rough roads to get there. It is in this obscure area where
Pipop Leytaison begins every day with anticipation, hoping to inspire the disabled
through his ability.

Having no use of his arms or legs since birth, Mr. Leytaison, who is now 50 years old,
spent most of his life being carried from place to place in someone else’s arms. Yet he
always yearned for the chance to be more self-reliant.

Ever since Mr. Leytaison received a wheelchair as part of one of the Church’s ongoing
humanitarian service initiatives, he has not only become more independent, but he has
also become a champion for the disabled. He has helped provide a handicapped
training center that teaches others with disabilities how they can support themselves.
He has organized a support network to help find and deliver information to the disabled.
Through this network two businesses have been created, providing jobs where those
with disabilities and those without work side by side. He has also developed a small
farm to raise chickens, wild boars, fish, and frogs. Mr. Leytaison is a great example of
what a wheelchair can do for someone.

“Wheelchairs improve [recipients’] sense of well-being and self-worth as they become
more able to assist and care for themselves,” said Sister Theone Snow of Sydney,
Australia, who is serving a humanitarian mission in Thailand with her husband, Robert.


